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2 "ZHE FALLURE® Ne 


= | Mamie - 
Zs (enters R, after opening ani goes to phonograph and puts on record | 
“Always” or some other sentimental record. she listens to it awhile 
_ thenbursts out crying) 
(enters R, with ee Why, Mai ie, whet's the matter, You owl 
6 
(wiping eyes hastily) N--no, why? 
Pa 





(pulling her hands off her face) My little girl, can't fool m. I 
guess I know when she's crying. 
dtomi @ 


I wasn't sither, 
Pa 

Well, you're lookin’ mighty nnhappy. 
Mamie 


tou're not lookin’ so happy yourself. 
Pa 7 


Who? Me? 
; : “mie : | ; 
Yes, you, ou've been moping around the house looking like bad news 
from home ever since you came back from that oil field. What did you fi 
down there? You don't seem to be very hap y about it. 
Pa 
Weil, I didn't find much, that's the truth. Just soe men @rillin' 
& well, am I c.uldn't say they were very enthusiastic. Mamie, 
ag if that oil well is no good, we won't have a dime. 
: @ 


 dlemi 
Well, mabye it. will iurn out all right. 
| Pa 


Well, it sure looks bed right now. 
ile mie 
You didn't tell Ma that did you? 
| P 


(horriedly) I should say not! I told her everything looked fine. 
What's the use of breaking her up for nothing. Mamie, I wouldn't 
dare to tell her that the propspects were so small. She's been 
against me ever — os found out I bought that landlease. 

 4tamie | 
W@ 1, Maybe everything will come out all right. ‘There is oil in 
fennesee. 've —_ of it. 

& 


Your ma's been razzing me all the time. Every time she sesss me ‘* 
She has some bright crack. She thoroughly expeets me to lose 
everything. | 

Mamie 
{puts arm around him) I din't think you've got so Mery Much to worry 
about. I woudn't eae until I was hurt anyway. Cheer up. 





‘a 
(hugs her) You're a good scount Memie. I watned a boy before you 
wes born, but doggone me if you aint better'n any boy I ever saw. 
(patting her ofiestieamay? You're all right. | 
ie 
(touched) I ——— other pecple thought that. 
a : 
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het do you mean? 


iD 


} Mamie a 
(turning her back to him) Nothing.  — 
Now, tell me what's*®ne matter, Mamie, What's the matter with my little 


. 
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as girl? Is anybody makin’ her unhappy? = 
ge : ak “ten ie | es 
Cyn It s---it's Red. | 
| . Pa 


(ifaring up) Whet's he done? Hes he done anything to you? I°11 
breax every--- 
idiamie 


Oh m, no Pa its not that. Its just---we had a fight and he's never co 
to see or call me up or anyth ng. 4 





a 
When did you have a fight? 
—~<8 JMamie 
Tae Thet same night that you told Ma Bbout the oil leases and you went 
downthere to see the well. You cnow I went to see the medium that day 
eam she tolc me thet Gladys Rankin was tr,in’ to steal Red away 
; from me, am thet very night Gladys cones in with Bed, henging on 
e ace is arm'n every hing, ani I c.uld just tell by looking at then 
~~ that the medium was richt. and then we hai woris---ed ami me, 
end he went out and I haven't seen him since, ani that's a week ago. 
A whole week} Think of it: | 


Pa | 
(hugs ner) Oh I wouldn't worry, he'll come back. He didn't get 
to be a star fullbeck by stayin’ down every time he was thrown. 
j I've wetched Red, He'll be tearin' in here one of these evenin's 
} es if nothin’ everhap pened. 


I “ mie 
On no he wn't,. 
Pa 
£ Oh yes, he will. Well, I think {'11 go in and read the paper. 
_ I wouldn't wrry if : Was you, (exits 28) 
mai 
(enters L) Sis, where's my hat. Seen my hat amywhere?. 
Manie 


How should I know where your het is? fhy don't you put it where 
you cen find it? = 
Bill 


Because I never find it woere I put it. Whet are you settin’ the 
stage for? Got a pettin party on tonight? 
samie 


My, you're vulger. 
Bill : 


Huh} fhe kettle callin’ tre pot black. (cuasally) Seen sed down the 
strect. 

“enie 
(trying to appear apes Oh, did you? 

Bill | 


I told him you wanted te see hin. 
amie | 

(frantically) You didn't: You didn't. 
Bil . 





Well---don't you want to see him? ‘Course you do, You've been moonin' 

sroum here for a week like a ec icken with the pip. : 
idamie 

What did ¢ say when 3. told him? 


Oh, he sada he m ght'thop in tonight. 
Mamie | 
(excited) Did he honest? 


a Oh hg said he might. Said he didn't know why h | 
Pa | actin' awful stiff about somep'n. — hy he shold though, you 
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Mamie 
Oh he did, did he? 


il 
i told him thet was nothin, you've always got a grouch on about somep'n 
he might as well get used to it. 
Mami 


: @ 
Theat was sweet of you, wasn't. You're the most obliging dear little 
brother I ever sew. ‘ 
. Bil 

Don't mention it. I'd sure pity Red if he ever married you. I'd pity 
any man that had to marry a nut like you. 

iiemie 
Well, I'd hate to be the woman that would marry you. 

Bill 
Oh you wo @@, huh? Well, I'll bet I'd meke ‘om happy. 


Yes, you would if you committed suicide after the wedding and left 
her the insurance. 

Bill 
Well, if I mrrie@ anyting likeyou, I'd be glad to do it. 

Mami 


8 ‘ - > 
And if I married anything like you, I'd be glad to have you do it. 
Bill | 


AW, shut up. 
Mamie 

You make, mé@e Ju:t make me. 
Bill 

You give me a pain in the neck. 
Mami 


gi: 
I didn't Enow rubber could hurt. 
Bill 


Say, that's enough out of you. 
Mamie 


(looking at fancy hankerchief in his pocxet) and that's enough out 
of you. Say, you've got my silk henkerchief in your pocket. You give 
that to me. That's not yougss. 
Bill 
AW Well, Sis, just let me wear it tonight, won't you? Huh? 


Mamie 
No, nothing doing. Give it here. (she advances toward him) 
Bill 
Naw now. (moves around the tdble, she after him) 
e 
You give GB thet hankerehief. I'11 call ma and make you. Cmme on. 


Mag Mai 
Ma Potter 


(enters L) Landsakes what's the matter? 


sdamie 
Ee won't give me my hankerehiex. 
- Bill 


Aw, gosh ma, let me have it. I'm goin* some place md I don't want — 
to wear that funny little linen henkerchief of mins. a 1 
Mamie 


He's going to see that knock kneed Saélly Fisher, ani Wants to put 
on airs. Just smell him, Ma, he's even got perfume one 

Bill = 
Listen, you dumb dora, Sally aint knockneed. = 

Mami 


e | 
No, she couldn't be any body with bow hegs can't be imock need. z 
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3 ee 
Bill ; 

Now listen, Ma, if you don't make her shut up I'm gonna hit her. 

Sally Fisher's just as good a girl friend «s you've got for a boy frierx 
Mami 


e 
Don't you say against My Red or I'll slap your face off. 
Ma 
Children; Childrent Stop iti You'll have the nieghbors awake. 
Bil 


Awyw6éll she started it @l1i Gosh, I'm gonna move out of this house. 
I've got the me in the world. (moves up to door @Q) 
i 


e | 
And I've g.t the meanest brother in the world. 
Bill | 
(looking att door) Oh here cones that boy friend of yours. 
7 Mami 


8 

Red¥ Is Red coming here. 

‘Bill 
Yah, he seid he was comin' up here tonight to see what was eatin' on 
you.e Ee ought to been here ‘rore this. I just left him down the 
strect. 

Meanie 
Well, you clear out of here when he comes. 

Bill 
Gosh, I don't want to hang around, (starts to go) Neckin' aint no 
treat to me, I roll my own. 

Mdemie 
Oh there he is now, turning in the front yard. Quieki all of you 
get out. Go on, hurry. I've got things to settle with that man. 

Mia 
All right, I'll go in and tease your pa about that oil lami he bought. 
(exits R.) 

Bill 


Well, guess I'h] go see my Sheba. (face at Mamie) Good bye, you poor 
Mutt: {exits C) ; 
Mamie 


Get out of here: (he arranges all the sofa pillows ami everything 
takes out her vanity am fixes her face. Straightens out her dress) 
Now, I'm prepared; {door bell rings) Just watch me give him the 
cold heart ami stony stare! (exits C) 
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Mamie 
(enters C before Red carrying his hat, she acts very stiffly and he 
does too) I'll place your hat on the table. 
Red 
Very well, Miss Potter, 
Mamie 








(emphezing the Mister) Will you be seated, Mr. Miller. (sits on sofa) 
Red 


I will, Miss Potter. (sits on sofa Opposite end from her) 
Mamie | 

I haven't seen you forsoe time, Mr. Miller. 
ned 


A matter of four days I believe, Miss Potter. Been kind 0’ warm today 
hesn't it. : 
Mamie 


Yes, lir. Miller. I've been roasting. But the evenings are coller, 
don't you think? 


Oh yes the evenings "fe much cooler. 
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Mamie 
Makes it much better to sleep when the evenings are cool, Mir. Miller. 
Red - ! 


Yes, that's so, Miss Potter. 


Mamie 
Yes it is, Mr. Miller. | 
Red ; 
Yes, Miss. Potter. : 
Mamie 
Yes, Mr. Miller. 
Red 
Miss Ptter, | 
Mamie 
ir. Miller. 
Red , 
What the hells the matter with you, Mambe? 
Mamie 
Oh, Redig 
Red 
Wheat was the matter with you the other night? 
Manie 
Who, me? 


Red 
"Yes, you. You acted sorta strange, what's the idea? I didn't do 


anything to you. 
Mem ie ; 


Huh} You don't seem to have worried much about it. You seem to be 
getting plenty of consolation. 
Red 


Who, me? 
ligmie 

Sure hasn't Glady‘s been cons ling you? 
Red 


Glady's? Why Gladys is just a friend. 
Mamnie 

Brédnd ha ha! Freind: Friend, that's good, 
hed 


Sure, that’s all. 
lagmie 
Sure, thets what you say. 
sed 


Honest, dear. (moves closer to her) 
Han ie 
Any Old day? 


Red | 
Say, listen, 1 wouldn't give your little finger for all the Glady's 
Rankins---why, say, she's nothing in my young life. 

slamie 


(softening) Sure? somes Cross your heart ami hope to die? 


Hon est ho pe to die. You've got her licked to decth with looks style 
and everything. i. to ut his amrs around her) 
is : 

Be careful somebody may see us. 
(she cuddles in his ams) (big sigh) Oh Red? 

Red 
Oh, Memiei (pause) Gee, there's lots of light in here 

Mamie | 
You know where the swite is, don't you, Red? 


_ ea 
(reaches over ani pushes button all but the floor lamp go out ami 


_ ms 7 
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they are in each others arms in the soft lig ht) 3 6 
Red | 
Everythings all right now, aint it, Baby? 
Mamie 





(cooing) Uh huh. You know when 1 saw you come in with Glady's 
and se lookin' up at you with tose sheep eyes am you being so 
friendly and intimate with her, it made me feel so bad. 
Red | 
Why, I wes just being nice to her thst was all. Afellow's got to be 
nice to a girl, don't he? | 
Mamie 
Yes, but he don't have to be so darn nice. and the worst of it was, 
it came just after the fortune teller told me that Gladys was trying 
to come in between us. . Amd then th.t very night you come in so--- 
so friendly as you call ite {begins to sniffle and buries her head 
in Red's shoulder) 


Red 
(patting her ewkardly) There, there, don't ery, please don't ery. 
You know I wouldn't do anything to hurt youe You know I think 
more of you than I do anybody and I elways will. (she sobs on) 
liamie 
Even at the house that morning you wer having canal from me--- 
you em Gladys. 
Red 


Can't you guess what the secret was? 
téemie 
No. 


Red 
You renewber I was comparing your hand with Glady's and trying your rin 
on her finger? 
ideamie 
Yes. | ; | 
Red 
Well, shut your eyes and gimme your heni and I'll tell you the secret. 
(Mamie does so and ate Slips solitaire on hr finger) 
ie 


{opening he eyes and looking at it with a gasp of delight) Ohi It's 
beautiful. - —— 7 Oe 


Do you like it? 

anie 
Oh, I leve it. Our engegement ring. and to thinx that I ¢ uid over 
have doubted you. (ed draws her close) Wasn't I silly. dear. 

Red 


/I sho ld say you Was. 


iginie 
Isn't love wonderful? 
Red 
Uh huh. 
| mamie 
You do love me, don't you? 
sed 
Gh huh/ 
22 lasmie 


Why don't you ask me if 1 love you? 
ned 3 


All right, do you? 

Do I? I'll say I do. 
Red 

(hugging her close) Gee, that's swell. 

| | Mamie 

and we're never going to querge]l any more, are we? 


when we have our a 





rh ia Beli — ee 


TELIA ssi 


—— . >». be - 
are ar ay = 


> _~ Ne - Ss. - - — 
= Se ee 7 _ — - 
a he a es og 





rey eS eee re 
" . 


D 


own little home, we'll never never quarrel, will wer 
I shold say not. “hat wuld be silly, wouldn't it? 


liemie 
Awfull silly. dust because other marired people jnarrel, we don't 
nave to. We'll be different, won't we, honey. 
Red 
I'll say we'll be different. Gee, married life must be great, 
Pa and Ma 
(orf stage engage in an another argument abv ut the oil land) 


Ma 
Huhi Youdid? You're a bigger boob than 1 th ght you were. Don't 
tell me that a smart man like Senkin wold let himself get —— in the 
way you Go. Rankin I'll bet never bought those leases, 
is a smart man. I wish I'd married a man like him, 

Pa 
Now, ma, you don't know but what there might be 011 on that land, 
Thin what would happen if there was, we'd be rich, We'd have — 
special cars to ride in a town house, and « country house, and--- 


Ma 
But all we'll live in is the poor howe. Oil: Instead of buying 
an oil well, why didn't you buy the “asonic Home, or the Woolworth 
Building, I'll sell you the police station for four hunired dollars 
is that a bargain, ee me another shot, watson, quick, theneedle. 


Oh shut ups I'm trying to read. 


Don't you tell me to ag up, John D. Rockerfeller. You great big 

Oil man from the West. (laughs) Pa, I'm gonna have your head examined. 
| Pa | 

4y, dry up and go a bed. 


Now, I think I'll sit up and wait for them to bring in the oil weil. 
Pa . 
Oh keep on, Keep it up. 
. Red 
Gee, your folks “te nice, don't they? 
i 


Ma sore because he took all the money we had and bought an oil well 
with it. They've been getting along lately like a couple of bulldogs 
Red 


Lots of married people are like that. They don't know how to get along 
becaus théy never give into 6 each other. If I'm ever in the wrong, 
I'll own up to it, that's the kind of « guy I am. 

liamie 
Oh, But, Red, you're so different. If all men were like you--- 

Red 


Oh I'm not so different. 

sanie 
Oh yes, you ere. If you wasn't difterent 1 wo.ldn't love you the way 
Ido. You now I. —_ you, don't you? 


Uh huh, (they elingh again) Gosh, its a nice night, aint it? 
8 


Swell, 
So guiet! 


ned 


Mamie 


(after a boo rt use) Mother was saying o the other day, "wel: 
I guess you'll Se gettin’ married Sha 6f Sles days soon 4 nO Ww du cnt eae 














us," and Pa siad---but 1 won't tell you wht he said== 
about you----I shut him right up I can tell you. 
Red 


Whet did he say about me? 
ttomie : 


(coguettishly) I > tell you. 


(arounsed) Come on, please tell me. 
ig 

Now I won't. 

Red 
AN, 20 OMe It was about me, wasn't it? 

Manie 
v@ll1, he seid---he seid---well he said URed isn't making enough money 
to get married ong He'll have to have a better job than a 
life guerd before he can have any daughter of mine." ---but I shut 
him right up. I stood right up for youe I told him you had a good 
job in sight and everything. 

Red 


I have got a good job in sight and we'll get married see: and I'll 
tell him so---wh t do you think o' th.t? 
idamie 
(cooing) Oh, Red, you're so masterful. ( ,ause, and then softly) 
They say long meegenerte are awful bad lucke Of conrse th.t's only 
s perstition. ‘pause) Still there's a lot of truth in those old sayings 
(pause) Red, Bo tains | 





Red 
Yes, sweetheart. | 
anie 
When are you gonna talk to Pa? 
a 


..8 
Why sho.ld I talk to Pa? I'm not going to marry him. He'&l say 
no of course. 

Manie 


Oh, I don't think he will. 
ied 
Oh yes, he will but thet won't make any difierence to me. I' li take 


‘youright out from under his nose. That's the kind of u« guy I em 


Manie 
Sweetheart: 

Red 
Darling: | 

Bamie 


Why, don't you talk to pa tonight. He's in the other room now. 
ed 


(feelingly) Oh no, its such a---well, we're comfortalbe right here 
aren't we? | 
lianie 


No, I went to ag Sn call Pa out here. “*aiii Oh Pas 
a 
Wo, no, don't do thet, Memie. 
isie 
Why, Sure, go are 
(off stage) What do ee ns digmie ? 
amis 


(pushhgg Red toward door R) 2ed wants to see youe (to ited ) Go on, he 
Harmless. His félse teeth are out he won't bite. 
Red 


No, but he might snap s ———- | | 
You aren't afraid are you? | as 
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ami Red are ar} 
; Pa | 
--—™ ma, does he? What does he want to se @ 
wns ‘ 


Oh, he’ 1 te Ke can tell you better hi:vself. 


Red 
(awkaraly) Go rings Mr. Lotter. 


Did you call me — just to tell me 
No, no that isn't .aetay it. You see, we Wietes to tell ; 
Yehu 
Red 
We thought we'd pater tell you---- 
Yeh? 
Red 
Br did you now. —— 


- Something. now something? Say what are youtalking abonte 


Red . 
Manie 


Maybe perhaps---yes 
Yee, we thought —_ perhapse 


you thtought maybe pe rhaps---what the~-~-is that any 
Why don't you _— 


‘guperhuman effort) Well its like t is. aie 
. get married. — is, if you---if —— 
a 
~ oa’ mean married? 














wo 14 you and Meanie do during the winter; sleep like k niianh 


But I have a good job practiaeclly cinched. its in an advertsing agency 

and my £ether knows one of the directors very well. He's & personal 

he a and he knows me too, so of course I'd get in on the groum 
oor. : 





Pa 
(with wis@om of experience) Yes, but I've disc. vered that fellows who 
in on the ground floor usually wind up in the basement. 
Red 


But this is different. 
Pa 


But you certainly don't expect to marry my daughter on the prospect 
of a job. Heve you got som thing saved up? 

Red | | 
No, Il haven't anything saved, but 1 .an work and both of us can 
save together. Others have done, it, why can't we. 

Mamie 
Of course We cane 

 —_— 

I don't believe in young fabks getting married on a shoe string 
They bhave so much trouble the first year making both ends meet 
they're too worried to be nice to each ther, and the firs: thing 
youknow they're scrapping, and blooie goes another mar-aage on the 
rocks. 

Mamie 
But, Pa, you didn't have anyt ing wien you and Ma got merried 

Pa 


Zhet's different. When we were married things were different. It 
didn't cost so much to live in tose days. Why you cm rent é@ 
mighty nice place for ten dollars a month, and eggs weve onlyliitten 
cents apiece. 


* 


Mamie 
(with feminine logic) I don't like eggs any wae Do you, Red? 
Red 


No I hate ‘em. 

Mamie 
And I never could eook ‘em right. 

Rea Pa : 
But young man do you realize the importance of this step. You ask 
to thet toic giri whom we have echrisned and guarded so tenderly 
You ask to teke her away frou her out but into the world to struggle 
am battas--- ~~ 

d 


#Je're not gonna battle. 
“2 

I meen struggle agéints ithe adverstitys of life, my boy. I am sorry, 

young men, but before you can get my consent to marry my daughter — 

you must show you are ceépabie of providing for her in the manner to whi 

she has been accustomed. : | 
liamie 

iwo can live as cheap 48 one. 


- 


& 
Hal One what? Ho, my minds made upe ‘ou can't have my consent. 
Why not? 7 


Pa | 

Because you can't support a wize. College boy: -«x-life guard! 
thet kind of a job et | iy 
fell I told you I would have @ good job soon, Beside you can't talk 

to me &@ if I was a kid. I'm & man, | , -- 





a 











i = x => = = = £2 x Fe 








ae 


— 7 
—— 


Pa ee 
Man} You're just a kid that's too tall for short pants. You marty — 


my deughteri That's = joke. 
R 
Ohi a joke is it. Well, you betier start laughing. | : 
Pa ~ 
Waddye mean? | 3 


Red ~ 
I mean we're goin’ to get married. 
2a , 3 
You're what? 
Red 
Just whet I said we're goin to get married. “anmie loves me and I 
Love her and 1 cen take care-of h r and I'm goin' to, 


Pa 
Yo == =JjO0Us= 
. Red 
Yes, me~-mev00 
®enie 
Pa, listen-~-~ 
Pa 


(turning on her) What! You keep out of this young 1adye 
Rod 


I asked for you ¢nsent but if you won t give it to ue, I'll get 


along without it. 
Pa . | 
What do you mean, talking to me libetthat? Get outa here. 
sed 


All right, i'll get out. 
ra 
You stay away from Mamie too. 
, Red 
Not so you can notics ite 
liam ie 
Pal 
Pa = | 
and i've had enough nonsense from you too, young lady. +4ou give that 
young scamp his hat and show him to the doore 


idami e 
Why pa, how can you talk to Red like that. 
2a | 


Hold your tongue. ill you show him the dvor or will I have to do it 
Red | 
Nobody has to show = eny door. Good night. See you tomorrow, Mamie. 


No, you won't you siow him the door, fhis is one time I'm goin' 

to have my way if I die for it. ‘tou're not goin’ tosee her again, 

and as for marryin' her, I'll chase you to Chine first. | 
Red | 

Well, you may have = start sooner than you expect. 


& 
Get out! (Red starts for the door) 
Mani 


e 
{ Jounin} ) Weit a minute, Red. (door bell rings) Who's that? 
joins Red ani oe together excitedly) | 


(off stage) Yes, this is the Potter residence. I'll sign for ite 
(ent rs with telegram) Telegram fur you fa, Shall I Open it? (opens 
it while she is asking him) Maybe from the oil well. isybe they struck 


(eagerly) Lets see re What is ite 





en A ee ee 
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2 Ma sh eae 
| ial ng ta i egrem then suddenly rushes to waving it - 
wo My God! Look, Pa! Look! (reds), "Must put up thousand doit 
’ additional at once to save money invested in leases. Rush. 
Letter wel ieuinee Tennessee O11 & Investment Company” _ | 
— Pa 
(weakly ) Lemme see it, lemme see it. 
Ma 









(ready to ery) There, what did I tell you? What are you going t 
Pa 

(helplessly) I ons know. 

I told you so. Sena four thousand dollars is gone and the mor 
is cOming due on our home. We'll be out on the streets. (sh 
excitedly) We'll be out on the streets---do you hear mez 

Pe 
(dazed) Yes. 


sg, 
{stoming) Oh, why did youdo it, Pa? Why did you do it? Where 
are those leases? Leu « see those leases. (rushes out, pursued by 


Pa) | | ~} 


Jeatetin and eilitestn her out) Wait a mimate, Ma, 
Red 









(to Mamie excited),C'mon, I tell you. « ; 
Nan ie ae 
(wringing her hands) I ean't, I'm afraid. | , 
Red | : 
f C'mon Pats car's outside. We'll beat it to Grown Point and be married 
liamie : 
But he may eatsh US. , @ 
Red ¢ 
He won t before we're married, and after that abet good will it do 
him? Shhh---they're coming back. Get your hat anc coat---pack your 
beg. I°11 mect you out in the ear, ,Hurry 1°11 show him whether a 
marry you or not. 
lianie 
Oh, I'm afraid. 
Red 

(3 uakdne her b, the sh.ulders) Lovit, here. Do youlove me or don't 
you? 

i lanie fi 
Ye~-- @S. but--- aes 

Red = 2 
Will you beat it with me now ani get married, or won't your If nntt' 4 
i = you again. 

(hys Manie | 
(hysteriecily ) Te—-08 I will. a 
All right, outside in Pa's car. Hurry! here they come. (they both ~~ 
exit C just as Pa and Wa come back) | i 

Pa a 

(dized) I don't know, I dn't k ow I thought--- e 
(bitterly) I knew this would happen. You, with all your planning ena = 
Sscheming?@ Oh, you never did anything yet th:t came out right. SS 

. men can do tings, other men can make money and succeed, but Fitz, we ee 
z but yOue--you're 4 fialure,. ; 3 
{holding up his hand) Don't, Ma. —— 


a eS 





se SS a 
tii. 





Na 
(wailing) Why did do it, anyway? 
(brocenly) Why? Why, I did it for ou. for you ami the children. 


I wanted you to have the thims other women have. I wanted to make eve 
thing easier for yous I wanted you tO have nice clothes and servants ar 


carse I wanted to do so. thing for my children likes other men do. 
Ie-~I wanted---oh, whet’: the use? It was only & dream---you're 
richt---I'm a failure, I'm no good, but honestly, Ma, it was you I 
had in mind---you and the chidldren,. I don't want anything for myself 
I wanted to do something for you am I thought Bhis was the chance 
And noWe-<=8well, I'm a failure. You said ite 

Ma ° 
(whimpering) I never said anything of the kind. i 

Pa 
Yes you did. You're aiways throwing up other men to me. Al 


+78 


; 


telling me how suecessfui they are, how much smarter they are. There's 


Rankin. You're always throwing him up to me, -‘enkin this am Rankin 
that 


$with feeling) Rankin, thet- -that why, “ae, I'm glad you're not like 
Rankin. I'd rether have you without a cent than Rankin with all 
his trickiness and cunning «m lying. Jven if he was covered with 
diamonds. 


Ps 
You're just sayin' that because you're tryin" to creer me up, not becausi 


you mean it. 


Me 
I do moan it, dear, every word of it. 

Pa 
No, dow in your heart youknow I'm . failure, and I em All my life 
I've ju t been missing out. ‘The only stroke of luck I ever had was 
getting you. (kisses her) 

i& 
Oh, Pais 

| Pa | 

There's the oftice. The years I've bee there. Uther men have come 
in below me, worked up to me, gone on over me. - tricsd to fool myself 
by saying it was because they had a pull or they were lucky. But 
that aint it. They've got something I haven't gote (helplessly) 


. What is ite? They don't work any harder. JZhey don t+ work as hand. 


they aint any more faifhful and more conscientious, but they 
get there and I don't, ani nowI Enow I never wille I'm no good that's 
afl. I've been a fourflusher and a failure and I finish up vy taking 
all our savings<---the money we've strufgied for all these years 
end I throw it in a hole in the ground. 

Ma 


There, there, Don't you worry.  4verything will come eut all right. 
Pa 


Wo, it wontt. Dear, when I went down in Tennesse to ses the oil 

land I bought, I came back here and told you everything looked great. 

Well, I lied. The men said that if there was oil there, they'd 

sure mede a big mistake. They laughed at me for buying it. Souetines 

I think Rankin knew there was no il there when he got me te take 

half of those leases. Rankin thever did like me. | 
Ma 


<—IT 


ee 


Oh, that's all right, Pa. ‘e'll find some way out of it. and me 
matter «hat happens, I'll stiek right by you. (starts suddenly ) | 
Zook} There's a moth. (jumps up and begins chasing it around 

the room, slapping her hands together. To Ba) Cove on, help me ceteh 


it. 


i Mi 
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(rises wearily, mekes one or two ineffectual efiorts then succeeds 
. in trapping moth between sis hands, holds it out to Ma) Another failure. 
; Just another Pa Potter. z 








_ (Roar of an antousbible outside) — Wis 
What's thet? (rusies to the window) « | 
Sounds like my car. Somebody stealing it? 4 
Its Mamie end Red. = | 


, a | 
. In my car, They're running away---they're elopin's 





las 
Eloping. Whet? Mamie Mamie 
Pa 
] (calls) Hey, there! Come beck here: 
Me. 
{shottigg hysterically) Mamie: Memies 
Pa 


| (to Ma) I'll chase ‘em. I*1l catch ‘em, I'll chase ‘en to Chin&d. 
| (ectehes up his het @m rushes out as Ma stands at open window crying 
| "Yemie" "Manie™) | 

eK KAHAK RKRRK ARES WT YB BR KE RAM SRR ROR RRR RoR Ok ORR EE 


(Mamie ani Red snesk in at the center. They are married, You 
ean tell it by their happy expression) ) 
eS 


Nobody's at home! 
ianmie 

I womler if Dad gave us & chase. 
Red 


Sure he did, but he covldn't cateh nothinge ell, we're marricsd nOWe 
| Mami 


e 
| tet's hunt up mother, She cen always put dad in a goed humorshen 
| she wants tO. a him not to be sore at USe 
| z 


All right (they start) 
Bill 


Hanis 
Oh, Bud, where's lia? 
Bill 
She's up in her room. Did you get married all right? 


(enters)Sis! 


Ye@Se 


| | | Bill 
{shaking Red's hand) Oongretulations, Sed, you save my symptahy. 
| idanie 
Oh stop being silly. “as fa very mad? 
Bill | 


Was he? Say, he swore up and down he was going to punch Red in the 
nose the minute caught him, 


Rad | 
ee I'd like to see him try ite as 
| ; We iil 3 
| ell» pa, woulan't be the least bit atreia 


s 








| 
| 
| 
i | 
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Memie | 15 
Well, come on, Red, let's go find Mother. (they exit R) 
B 


ill 
{looking after them) — i wonder how it sas to get married? = 
Rankin . 


Bill 
(going to the door) Hello} Come in, Mr. Rankin. 
Rankin 


(knocks on C door) 





Is your father in, Bill? 


il 
No, he isn't. He's up town. Ought to be back soon though. Will you 
wiat for him? 
Rankin 


Well, I tink I will. 
Bill 

All right, sit down, and make yourself to home. 
Pa 


(enters wi th ee = his hend) Well---hello, there, Rankin. 


Howdy, Potter. How are you? 

Pa 
Prett,; good. What can I do for you? 

Bill | 
Pa, can I borrow a half buck, I want to go to town. I don't get 
peid till Satufday. 


Pa 
(giving it to him) Yes, here you are, Bill. 
Bill 
Thanks Dad. (exits) ‘ 
Renkin “3 
Say, Potter, you know those oil leases? 
Pa | 


Yes? 


Rankin 


I know a feelow who wants to know if you'll part with some of your 


leases. I think he wents to buy then. 
Pa 

ir----—wants to buy some leases? 
Rankin 


I thirk you could sell him some of yours if you wanted to, 


Pa 
EKow did he know I had leases? 
Rankin 
I told him, 
Pa 
Why didn't you sell him some of yours? 
senkin 


(stalling ) I don't k ow---don't you want to sell? I just thought 
maybe you didn't want the worry over the leases. That you'd rather 
have your money safe again. 

Pa 


Yelle--I might. What's his proposition? 
Rankin 

Oh he'll give you what you paid for them 
La 


and will he pay the extra assessment? You know I got assessed an extra 


thousand dollars. 
gankin | | 
Yes, I guess he'd even do that, too. (eagerly) Wall, is it & go? 


DY all the grief thet sturz's evens 
about a thous id dollars, | 









Wait a minutee I Want somethi 








would be right. 16 
| Renkin ) 
Why man, that's ridiculous---- a thousand dollars profit for handful 








“ of paper thet's already cost you a thousand dollars beside what you paid 
for it originally---why, you're crazyé 
Pa _ 
Well, &11 right, I'm crazy, but I want to be paid forite aA thousand 
dollers or nothin’. | : : 
“ankin . 
You're nutty, what's got into you, anyway? 
Pe. 
A thousand dollars profti or nothin'. Don't bother me about it. 
I'm not in the mood to be trified with. 
nankin 
All right then; but youSre a hard bargainer, Potter. 
Pa 
It pays to be hard in this world. The harder you are the less lixely 
people are to take a wallap at you. 
. Renkin 
Hiere's your check for five thousand. i'll taxe care of the extra 
assessient myself, Here's four thousand you paid for the leases and 
en extra thousand clear profit. Have you got the leases heres 
Pa 
(takes them from pocket) Here they are. 
Rankin 
You can just make them over to me and I'll make them over to my friend. 
$signing pspers) All right here you ard. 
2 Rankin 
é Well, here's your money. Lets see what you have therée 
Pa : 
Here's the four thousand doliars worth of leases I bought, amd here's ~ 
(holding up smaller package) ----~thése are the ones that fellow | 
; threagk-& threw into me for juck, Want them too? 
saankin 
(eagerly) You bet? ‘ 
. | 
No, I guess I'll keep them for luck. there might be some Hil there--- 
wouldn't that be funny? Hes Hae 
nankin 
C'mgon let me have them, There isn't any oi] there. 
Pa 
Well, maybe not, but I'll just keep then for luck. ‘There might 
be some oil theré. wouldn't that be funny? (laughs) be has 
Rankin 
(with double meaning) Yes there_might be some oi] theré, he ha! 
Pa . 
Well, much oblige, Rankin. I'm glad to wash my hands of those leases. 
Rankin | 
That so? Well, I'll see you later. Good bye: (exits) 
Pa ; 
(laug>ing) Ha haf Rankin isn't so smart after all. I've made a 
thousand dollars profit off the thing any way. Maybe Ma will be 
satisfied now. I'm out of the oi] business. Guess, maybe I aint 
such a bad business man after all? 
lia 
(enters R) Pa,I’ve eos some news for youe 
= Huh? What is it? | 


liamie and Red are here? 





. r —.- a a a ee ae 
— ~~ wer — 


A es = i ibe ~~ . r Af : 
Se eee ET 





Seg ee re = 
. 


| >» 


a Pa | 17 
Where is he? Let o that youmg cuss. 


Ho, sow, Pa, you calm down, They're married ani it isn't any use to 
opypse them. They'll have to enough to worry about OW. Remember 
the oh@ proverb, Pa, "LOve with find a way" 

P 


. | 
Proverbs---<the widsom of the ages} all bunki One of % om Sxys "Look 
before you leap and another says "he who hasitates is lost¥ another 
gays everything comes to him who waits", and the next one says 

ct us then be up and doing” Who you gonna believe? Its all bunk in — 
this world. All lies. Well, Mother, I'll forgive ‘em. I should 
worry. What do Leare? (laughs ao little) 


Ma 
Why, 2&, what's the matter with you? You never talked like that before. 
You seem unusually happy for some reason or oths?s, | 

Pa 


Maybe I am, Ma, maybe I ame ‘fell Mamuie and tht long drink of water 
to come in, and recieve my paternal blessings. 
Ma 


(going R) Mamie. Red. Come on in. 
(Mamie and Red enter R Looking at Pa) 


} Pa 

Well? 

Ma. 
Now don't be mesn, Pa? 

Memmie 
Please don't daddy. 

Pa as 
AW, congratulations and go to the devils 

Red 

(shekes his hand) Thanks, Mr. Yotter. e 

: Pa 


Now, Red, you've got my daughter, You're gonne be good to her, aint 


y ou? 

| Red 

Yes, Pa, May I call you Pa? 
Pa 


You might just eas well start mow. and «6d, renember, 1 didn't give you 
my deughter---you toon heréW---but thet's all right now. It's up 


to you to make her heppy. 
gone e nen ilinW~ Bet~ 


-~sed 
eeeret ei fwriberupu tucurhpertirieneiru hits riguguri rare rwedéing reresaerth 
| poew 


I'll trye 


Pa 
(writes out a check) Here's a little check sort of a wedding present 
for you. 


Red 


Red 
(looks at it) Whew! Four hundred dollars. 
?a : 
Four hundred? Pa, we aint got that much in the bank. 
Pa 
Oh we have now, Me, 
Ma 
Where'd you get it? 


Pa 
You'd be surprised, 


: Red 
Gee, thanks, Mr. Potter, We'll teke our Honeymoon on tis! 





18 
Meanie 
- Baddy you're oo 
& ~ 
(smiling) Yeh? (takes leases) Here’s another wedding present. a few 
of my Oil leases. Biess you, my children. 
Ma 


Why Pe, if you m an that for a joke, I think thats pretty neans 
Pa 


(with great geod nature) Oh maybe it aint a joke. Maybe there's oil 
there, Who knows? (half to himself) That's it? Who does know? 
‘Red bee 
to “smie) Come on, lets go and have a honeymoon on Ps's four hundred. 
pocketing oil leases) Svery little bit helps. If we strike oil, 
I'll send you @ cam, Come on, Mamie. Good bye, folks, we gottas 
cetch a train goin’ somewhere. (they 411 great good byes to each 
other ané Bed and Memie exit) | 

Pa 


And thats that. Watta life. Watta lifes. 
Me. 


I can't realize ite My little girl married and gone away from me on 
her honeymoon-----Oh I hope she'bl be happye 
P 


@ 
(slipping out tougré 8. 
Pa, where you goin’ 

P 


a 
I'm goin' out in the kitehen to get souething to eat, (exits R) 
Me. 





Ti | a ee 
e {callins after him) Say, don't forget to lock the back door. 
Pa = 
| All right. 
| ie : 
And Paj 
{ Pa 
| Ma 


Be sure -nd empty the pan under the ice box, 
Bill | 

(fashing in, waving paper) Look! Look! 

| (alarmed) What is it? What's the matter? 


Bill 
K Look at this. Big oil well near El Dorado, Tennesses. fhat's where ©: 
1 £6 WeEate : 
Ma 
El DoradOTHenessee Let me see it. (reads it and then call to Pa) 
Pai Oh Pal 
Pain 


(entering) What do you want now? 
Ma 
. (excited) Took, we're rich. look} 
Pa 
(bewhld@red) Rieh? Rich? What are yout alkin'’ about? 
Ma 


Listen! Listen} Listen to this, (reads) "Zl Dorado, Pennesses, Special 
Oil has been struck today three miles sout west of Hl Dorado where the 
Tennessee 011 & Investment Compnay has been drilling & well for the past 
a few weeks. Oil men say thet it is one of the largest gushers that has 
ever been tapped in tis country. It is understood that the leases on t! 


this property are held by a syndic.te of Chicago busi ness men, 





reg eerie 


‘ ‘ Fin —— . ne « *. — —— : c 
. -. 
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eat’ 


A s@cundrel, e cheat like Rankin. I work 
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ra | | 
(utterly dumbfounded) why---why=--leeume see it. (bends over paper 
and reais it, following lines with trmebling fingers) 

Ma : 


(almost hysterical with joy) Oh Pe, Pa we're rich. Think of its 
(she goes on heedless of the expression fo despair whieh is growing 
more pitiful on Pa's face) Richi Oh I've dreaned of it, but I never 
thought it would come true, No more scraping and struggling to keep up 
appearances. No more pinching and séving to meet gas bills, electric 
light bills, installments on furniture. Now we can have new furniture 
I've always wanted a big over stuffed suicte for the livi LO OMe 
Won't hivs, Rankin be jealous? (Bill does indian dance) and rugs, 
Real Oriental rugs. Amd real pictures, painted by hand/ and we 
ena afford to heave lace shades and I cin get that kitchen cabinet 
I elWeys wented and.an electrie ironer, (turning to Pa, almost weeping 
With joy) and I owe it all to you. And to think thet I said you 
never would sueceed. Oh Ya, how can you ever forgive me. 

Pa 
(migerably) Why --9r.-- 

Ma 


(noticing his expression for the first time) Why Pa, what's the matter 
with you has the shock been too much for you? 


Pa 
(miserably) No, no. (buries his face in his hands and moans) Oh, my God} 
Me | 


(:larmed) Whet's the matter? Whet's the matter? 
Pa 
Ten-esI cen't tell you. 


and ! 
What is it? Whet's the matter? | 
Pa | =, 
We're not rich, Ma, 


Mia 
(bewildered) Why, whyg why? Look, look here in the paper, 
Pa 


(weakly) Yes, yes, I know, I know, but---Ma, listen-«-don't Cry ---~ 
Me, but listen. I----I sold tho @ leases. 

Ma 
(ginking into chair helplessly) \hat---you-~~«so]d<«< 

Pa | | 


Yesem-the leasesS---to Hankin. 
lia 
(wailing) ovooooh! 


Pa 
(miserably) He game here this evenins and offe-ed me all 1 peid for them 
énd a thousand doliars more, I didn't toll you be ore, but that's what 
i was sO happy ebout sll evening. I'd been down there, Ma to the 
Oil field and they told me there wasn't any oil and never would be. 
And it looked like Providenge-~---him coming along and offering me 3 
not only whet I paid but a thousan d dollars wore---why, that's nearly 
half es much as we've saved in fifteen years, Ma, 
ts i 
(sobbing) Oh Pa, why did you do ite? Why do we always have to lose out, 
&lways, always? 


Pa 
(miserebly) No matter what I do it}s wrong. No matter how hard, I 
tty, I fail. We @eould have had ever, thing and I throw it away for 
& miserable thousand dollars, LHverything---sucesss, wealth, confort, 
happiness. I've let it all sl p through yp ey ae ahd who gets it? 
rd and try to @4 what's — 
right for my family and this is whet hapvenes, (engaged) what's the | 


sn - a fsa am — ie — a el —————s 





en _ 


use ot tryin' to be fair and square. (bitterly) 20 
Be good and you will be happy----what a lie, what a terrible damn lie. 

Ma é 
(brokenly) Pa, Oh Pa! Why did you do it? 

Red 
(with “amie enter waving newspaper) ook} yJooké 

Pa | 


(dully) Yes, yes I Know all ebout it. O11, oil, oile 
Red 
But man alive---what's the matter with you? aren't you glad? 


Pa 

(indespair) Glad? I wish I was dead. 
Mamie 

But Pa, listen. (slaps his back) 
Red 


Yes listen. (reads) "Oil men Say its one of the largest gushers that 
ever been tapped in this country. It is understood that the leases on 
this property are held by a syndicate of Chicago business men, 

P 


a 
(miserably) I know, . kKnOWe 
“ed 


(waving him aside Butt listen (reads) "This Gusher is located on waht 
is known as the Frank Winter Farm " (hvids up leases) Here, here look} 
You gave me these. lere they are-~--leases on 320 acres belonging to 
Frenk Winter. +he oil well is on it. It's mine. 


Pa 
(graddally coming to life) What} Then I didn't se@l the oil well to 
Rankin? | 
Red 
(excitedly) Rankin hell---here it is. Look at it. (grebs Memie 
and dacnes about the room) | . 


(EVERY BODY IS BARBY SO MUCH MORE HAP-Y THAN Pa AND MA) 
£a 
(still utterhy — nd [e--I «---I gave my Oil well to you? 
8 


You sure did. 
Pa 
Well, I'll be damned, 


Bill 
(emazed) Waddya think o' that? 
lia 


Why, Pa, don't you unierstand they're riche The Hankins didn't get 
the oil well, after all. Menmie and Red got it (hysterically/ oh I 
can't s and this. (starts to blubber) 


Ppa 
(looking et her amazed) What the devil are you cryin' about now? 
Mamie 
(comforting her) There « there, you're all excited, 
a ; 


Well, she's not the only one that's excited. 

(dually) Well, you Rt to be excited, you're righ. 

(gaily) You said 8 dukes amount to anything, didn't you? Well, look 
me aves, You have 4 millionaire son-in-law, You see you were wrong. 
(crushed) Yes, y cue rboh, ee 


No, you're wrong again. 
7 Pa 


(baffled) What do you meane | | 5 





eS ae 


Red 
I mean we're eli rich. You don't think I'd take this and not share 
it with ;ou and Ma, do you? 

Ma 





.) 


- | ‘(throwing her amrs around Red) You sweet boy! 
(throwing her arms around Pa) Oh, Pe, you wonderful old thingZd 
| Ma 





(hugging. Pa em Meanie and Red @linch) Pa, I'm so proud of yous 
3 Bill | 
Gee Whizi You're all getting mushy, I'm going to beds (etalks out) 
| Red 


Com on,Mamie, lets be off on our honeymoon, (they exit) 
Ha : 


r- ORE y~ 08S e Oh Pa, how did you ever think to hang on to those leases. 
e. Why didn't you sell them to Rankin too? 
| a Pa 
| 





ae "ell, I aint such e terrible dumbeil after all! 


zoe 91d bear} (she hugs him again, and her fingers wander about in 
his heir) Pe, you've got a little dandruff. You'd better put some 


oil on ite 


Pa 
hh thing doing. I'm through with the oil businessi 
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